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A BRIEF GUIDE TO THE CITY OF MAINZ 


Dear traveler, 
Welcome to the capital of the Rhineland-Palatimate! 


Mainz, located where the Rhine and Main rivers meet, has an economic and 
social fabric with an amazing multiplicity of facets. The imposing build- 
ings and their place in history provide the setting for this modern, pulsat- 
ing city. 

The writer Carl Zuckmayer once declared in one of his works, “Mainz is the 
birthplace of the peoples of Europe." 

Open your heart to the fascination of this city, to the life that teems in its 
pedestrian zones during the day and the suffused and intimate atmosphere 
of the old city at night. 

Relax as you stroll along the banks of the Rhine or take a boat trip that will 
offer you an overall view of this city of innumerable spires. Mainz has 
special road signs that make it easier to reach the shores of the Rhine; all 
streets with directions in red and white lead to the Rhine, while those in bluc 
and white run parallel to the river. 

Learn about the history of printing in a must-see visit to the Gutenberg 
Museum. Mainz has always been a communications city, and even today it 
is the site of numerous television stations. Some prime examples are the 
Zweite Deutsche Fernsehen (ZDF), SAT.1 and Südwestfunk. 

Particularly worthy of note are the numerous events and festivals that take 
place throughout the year, especially the colorful Müünzer Fassenacht 
(the Mainz Carnival), a well-known festival which is one of the largest in 
Germany. 

Finally, during your visit to Mainz, don't miss a visit to a typical wine shop, 
wherc you can taste the exquisite wine of the Rhineland-Palatinate. 


The publisher and the author wish you a pleasant stay. 


be Cath TERG 


Hours: 

March 1 to October 31: j Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m.- 6:30 p.m. 
; Saturday 9:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday 12:45 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 


November 1 to February 28: Monday-Friday — 9:00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m. 
Saturday 9:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday 12:45 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 


Mass: Weekdays E 7:00 a.m. (St. Gotthard chapel) 
Monday-Friday 6:25, 7:00, 7:30, and 8:15 a.m. 
Sunday 7:00, 8:00, 10:00, and 11:30 a.m. 


Cathedral Episcopal and Diocesan Museum: 


Mo-Fr 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Thursday 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 


Closed Sundays and holidays 


History of the building: 

The imposing Cathedral has been a landmark in Mainz for a thousand years. 
By today's standards it is unusual for a soaring cathedral to be surrounded by 
residential buildings, yet it is a perfect reflection of the religious and temporal 
world of medieval times. What you will immediately note about the magnifi- 
cent structure is how its architectural and historical development testifies to the 
history of the city. Along with the episcopal churches of Worms and Speyer. 
it is considered one of the three "imperial Rhine cathedrals,” a designation it 
did not receive until the 19th century. Immediately after being proclaimed 
archbishop in 975, Willigis, the former chancellor of emperor Otho II, began 
the construction of the cathedral, based on the model of St. Peter's in Rome, 
with its cross-nave facing west 

The building was destroyed by fire in 1009, the day of its consecration, and all 
that remains of Willigis' cathedral are the bronze knockers of the Market Gate 
(where the main entrance is located). In 1036 archbishop Bardo ordered a new 
consecration of the parish basilica, rebuilt on the old foundation with a nave, 
two aisles and a double choir and dedicated to SS. Martin and Stephen. 
Around 1100, feverish activity was under way for the construction of an 
apse in the western choir, upon express commission by Henry IV. When 


2 


CLUB m : Mya; B. 


Henry died in 1106, the chronicler of Mainz mourned him in these words: "All 
Mainz mourns you: what a source of pride it has lost in you, who had begun 
to renovate the Cathedral in such a majestic manner based on the model of 
Speyer." The exhaustion of this source of funding can still be noted today in 
a single window richly adorned with masterful decorations, and a finely orna- 
mented capital standing among the austere cube-shaped capitals. The Bardo 
Crypt under the east choir also dates to this period of uncompleted works, and 
was only finished during the reinforcement work completed between 1872 and 
1876. The St. Gotthard chapel, built in 1137 to the right of the market entry, 
is part of the former episcopal court. From 1200 to 1239 the western struc- 
ture was renovated, with an impressive three conch structure modeled after that 
in Cologne, but which here stands isolated before the cross-building. From the 
13th to the 15th century the building was expanded, with the addition of the 
Gothic chapels of its donors. The exteriors of these chapels were originally 
decorated with ornamental pediments and pinnacles. Much later, around 1480, 
the western Romanesque spire was elevated in Gothic fashion, with the con- 
struction of an elongated, slated spire which was unfortunately destroyed by 
lightning in 1767. On this occasion large portions of the roof also caught fire, 
with the consequent breakdown of the walls, which made reinforcement work 
necessary. The master builder Franz Ignaz Michael Neumann built a baroque 
double-tapered stone crown over the late Gothic spire, which nevertheless 
reflects the previous architectural era. The square western spire, so richly 
restored, is truly majestic, with the three-conch choir, the lower side spires and 
St. Martin on horseback on the summit, In 1793, when the city was retaken 
after the French occupation of about one year before, shots fired by German 
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troops set the Cathedral on fire once again. Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 
writes an eyewitness account of the "Occupation of Mainz." "Night of June 
18. Continuous bombardments of the Cathedral; tower and roof are burning, 
along with numerous nearby dwellings...” After secularization, the 
Cathedral was scheduled to be demolished, but this was prevented by bishop 
Ludwig Colmar, appointed by Napoleon in 1802. Until 1813 the church was 
used as a quarantine station for Napoleonic soldiers returning from Russia. 
In 1828, an iron cupola was added to the octagonal Gothic level of the 
eastern spire, based on a design by the architect Georg Miller. In 1870 the 
cupola was dismantled along with the entire spire, following the formation 
of cracks and the danger that the eastern structure and the north aisle would 
collapse. The present-day strucfüre dates back to an imposing neo- 
Romanesque structure completed in 1879. In 1910 careful controls of the 
foundation were made for the first time, and the cause of the problems be- 
came quite clear, Following a drop in the level of the water table due to the 
diversion of the Rhine, the oak piles on which the pillars and walls rested had 
gradually rotted. Emergency safety measures were taken between 1925 and 
1928, and concrete underpinnings three meters deeper were set in place to 
save the Cathedral. During the course of its history, the Cathedral has suffer- 
ed seven serious fires and has been reconstructed an equal number of times. 
Unlike 80% of the city, this church was substantially spared from bombard- 
ments during World War II. “And the Cathedral - both mother and gravesto- 
ne: with its roots in time and its roots in eternity, back to distant days...” wrote 
Elisabeth Langgásser in 1946 as she returned to the city reduced to rubble. 


Size 

The outer structure is 113 meters long, while the interior is 109 meters long; 
the nave is 53 meters long and 13.5 meters wide; the vault of the nave is 29 
meters high; the internal height of the east cupola is 38 meters; the internal 
height of the west cupola is 44 meters; the west spire is 85.26 meters tall. 


Interior 

Duc to its double choir structure, the main entrance is located centrally near 
the Marktportal (the Market Gate), with its bronze knockers, commissioned 
by archbishop Willigis and weighing fully 1500 kg. Willigis' name as client 
appears on the side cornices, along with a reference to Charlemagne, who 
had previously had bronze doors made for his Palatine chapel, the present- 
day cathedral of Aachen. In an inscription unusual for this period, there is 


4 


also mention of Berengerus, the master builder of this work. The lions’ 
heads with rings, a later addition, are a reference to church immunity in 
medieval times. The customs privileges conferred in 1118 by archbishop 
Adalbert of Saarbrücken were added to the surrounding panels. The door 
frame and the tympanum date to about 1200. The relief work depicting an 
almond held up by angels symbolizes Majestas Domini. 

Even in the aisle, the mystical obscurity of the Romanesque basilica is immedi- 
ately palpable as you enter the Cathedral. Feeble rays of light shine from 
the candles, which burn ceaselessly before the altar of the Marienkapelle, or 
Mary Chapel, where the “Mainz beauty" is flanked by Boniface and Martin. 
'This group of figures, which dates back to about 1510, was realized in late 
Gothic style by the school of the sculptor Hans Backoffen. The St. Magnus 
Kapelle to the rear boasts a late Gothic Deposition. Proceeding along the fol- 
lowing chapels, which were originally set off more clearly by Gothic win- 
dows and patterns of grillwork and bars, you come to the Ostchor, or east 
choir, to the left, completed during the time of Salieri, along with the aisles 
and, in the raised altar space, a stern and solemn square choir with only 
slightly segmented masonry work. Below and to the side is the entry to the 
Bardo Crypt, which contains a precious relics casket crafted in 1960, bearing 
images of particularly venerated saints in the diocese of Mainz. Directly 
opposite this holy room is the Nassauer Gedáchtskapelle, begun in 1417. 
Fully 45 of the 84 archbishops and bishops who succeeded Boniface are 
buried in this Cathedral. The 

burial place for contemporary y 
bishops is the Lullus Crypt, i 
completed in 1928 and loca- 
ted under the west choir. On 
the numerous sepulchral monu- 
ments around the pillars of 
the Cathedral are stone me- 
morials which tell the history 
of the spiritual and temporal 
world, in accounts of the 
archbishops who, as both 
chancellors and  electors, 
acted as representatives of the 
Holy Roman Empire. At the 
same time, the epitaphs are 


an accurate reflection of developments in artistic styles from the 13th to the 
I9th centuries. They include the works of Hans Backoffen during the tran- 
sition. from late Gothic to Renaissance styles, works by his successors 
Dietrich Schro and Johann Jakob Juncker, as well as sporadic Dutch influ- 
ence. Designs by Balthasar Neumann, Burkhard Zamels and Johann Peter 
Melchior represent the baroque cra. 

The upper part of the nave contains murals in the style of ancient frescoes, 
completed in 1859 based on a design by the Nazarene painter Philipp Veith. 
Clear differences in style emerge as you pass from the stern east structure, 
dating back to the time of Salieri, to the late-Romanesque art of the west 
choir, completed late in the period of the Hohenstaufens, with the rich octa- 
gonal tower decorated by arched friezes and blind arcades, under which the 
main altar is now located. Above it is a stern bronze crucifix, completed in 
1975 for the 1000th anniversary of the Cathedral. 

Originally the gallery of the well-known Naumburg Master filled the altar 
space. This stone choral transept, a peculiarity of medieval churches, was 
dismantled in 1682, and in its place the choir side platform was built in early 
baroque style. Here is the six-key main console of the Cathedral organ with 
its 113 stops and 7920 pipes. In the center of the choir stalls of the west 
choir, dating back to 1767 and richly carved in dark oak for the Cathedral 
chapterhouse, at that time consisting entirely of nobles, you can see the 
cathedra, or the bishop's throne, crowned by St. Martin. The south aisle con- 
tains the Gothic Memorienportal completed in 1420 by Madern Gerthener. 
The delicate figures appearing in the arch include the patron saints of the 
Cathedral, SS. Martin and Stephen, along with several female saints 
(Elizabeth, Barbara, Agnes, Dorothy, Catherine and Margaret) who have 
been particularly venerated over the years for providing succor in times of 
need. To the left of the gate is the Grabplatte Fastradas, the gravestone of 
Fastrada, which commemorates the third wife of Charlemagne, buried in 
Mainz in 794. A cast tin octagonal baptistery dating from 1328 can be admi- 
red in the north cross-building. Here is also the entry to the Gotthard Chapel, 
a place for silent prayer. This central two-story building, which severe gran- 
deur can be seen even from the marketplace, was commissioned by arch- 
bishop Adalbert of Saarbrücken in 1137 as an episcopal chapel. The atmos- 
phere is set by an impressive Romanesque crucifix which, according to the 
latest research, dates back to the 11th century. The entry to the cloister, built 
between 1390 and 1420, is on the southeast side. This two-story triple wing 
structure offers an impressive view of the west spire and contains figurative 
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decorations and other epitaphs, including the gravestone of Heinrich von 
Meissen, the lyric bard of the age of chivalry, known as “the women's bard,” 
who died in Mainz in 1318. 

Crossing the cloister, you come to the Cathedral and Diocesan Museum, 
which contains original works by the Naumburg Master dating from around 
1240, including a particularly fine turbaned head, models of the Cathedral 
which illustrate the various stages in its architectural development, sculp- 
tures, architectural works, sacred art from the Middle Ages to modern times, 
and the Cathedral Treasury Room in the St. Nicholas Chapel, built in 1382. 


` 
vi * * 


This broad square contains the Liebfrauenplatz, Markt and Hófchen, where 
three times a week the popular Mainz market is held (Tuesday, Friday and 
Saturday until 2:00 p.m.). Here, in the shadow of the imposing Cathedral 
and the houses of the marketplace with their historically mixed medley of 
facades, it is easy to enter the lifestyle of Mainz as you make your purchases 
and wander near the Marktbrunnen, or market fountain, dating from 1526 
and commissioned by then elector and archbishop Albert of Brandenburg. 
His coat of arms is displayed on the cross beam, held up by amiable crea- 
tures and surrounded by putti. The Latin inscription celebrates its heroic ori- 
gin: the defeat of the Bavarians and the victory of Charles V over Francis I 
of France in a battle near Pavia. One of the three columns bears the inscrip- 
tion, "Let us bless the end" surrounded by symbols of power and the ephem- 
eral nature of all earthly things. The Heunensdule has stood right in the 
middle of the marketplace since 1975: 6.5 meters high and weighing 16 tons, 
it is made of stone brought 
from Miltenberg am 
Mainz on rafts and lighters: 
the material used to 
build the Cathedral and 
numerous other historical 
buildings in Mainz was 
also brought in in this 
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g ag man aue px manner. The history of the 
Am, CERCANA city of Mainz is recounted 
| vw here by four bronze head- 


coverings created by Gemot 
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Rumpf: a Romian gladiator's helmel, from which a fox peers mischiev- 
ously, the connection between the city's Roman origins and mayor Jockel 
Fuchs (or Fox), who left politics in 1987 but enjoys continued popularity. An 
imperial crown and episcopal miter refer to the important role played by the 
archbishop of Mainz as a representative of the Pope in Germany, chancellor 
to the emperor and president of the electoral college and the Reichstag. The 
Jacobean head covering. which turns into a clown's hat in which a bell is hid- 
den, symbolizes the relationship between the Republic of Mainz of 1792-93 
and the Council of Eleven of the Maanzer Fassenacht. Other symbols refer 
to money coined in Mainz, the first seal of the city, the Mainz Wheel, the tree 
of liberty, Jewish history and the destruction of the city during the war on 
February 27, 1945. Liebfrauenplatz, located to the east of the Cathedral, 
takes its name from Liebfrauenkirche, a Gothic church demolished in 1809 
after being bombarded in 1793 during the reconquest of Mainz. Two can- 
nonballs in the fagade of the house on Markt 35 are remnants of that bom- 
bardment. Today your gaze can run from the Cathedral to the underlying 
walls. The basement of the choir of the former church, recognizable by the 
paving of the basic floor plan, was reconstructed on the foundations dis- 
covered during excavation work. In 1916 the Nagelséule was built to allevi- 
ate the war emergency. The donations of | to 20 marks il received were util- 
ized for humanilarian purposes. 


3 Church of St, John 
Hours: weekdavs from 8:00 a.m. to 12.00 p.m. 
Evangelical services: Sunday 11:00 a.m. 


Friday 7:00 p.m. 
Organ and religious concerts as indicated in the program of events 


This church, located west of the Cathedral, has belonged to the Protestant 
community since 1828 and is considered the oldest religious structure in 
Mainz. Numerous historical sources testify to its importance. According to 
the verses of Venanzio Fortunato written in 565-566, Bishop Sidonius erect- 
ed a church on this site as early as 533, thanks to a donation by the daughter 
of the Merovingian king Berthoara. In 754 the body of Boniface, who 
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had been the bishop of Mainz since 746, was buried here after his martyr- 
dom. Now considered an important structure from the Carolingian and 
Othonian eras, it resembles the episcapal church of St. Martin, which arch- 
bishop Hatto commissioned around 900. St. John is first named as a patron 
saint in 1228. Originally this church had a double choir structure typical of 
the period, to which a raised choir in Gothic style with a squarc plan was 
added between 1320 and 1325. In 1685 the floor was raised by 2.5 meters, 
so that the walls, compared with the extremely low, now bricked-in arcades, 
have an unusual appearance. After the careful reconstruction that followed 
serious damage inflicted during the war, you enter through an outer pavilion 
and a Gothic gate, with a tympanum depicting St. George on horseback with 
the spiritual founder on his knees, surrounded by thick foliage and flanked 
by a statue of John dating back to the era of the restoration of the Jugendstil. 
Until the 18th century, the present-day entrance on the south side, the site of 
the former presbytery, was connected to the west gate of the Cathedral through 
the Leichhof, by means of a so-called “Paradise.” This pavilion with 
covered columns was not restored after the Cathedral burned in 1767, and 
thus the old episcopal church is now separated from the new Cathedral. 
Looking up from the Leichhof, you have a splendid view of the west choir, 
which the writer Anna Seghers describes in her famous novel The Seventh 
Cross: "Only when George lifted his head did he see the upper spire, a 
golden peak, the top of which seemed to draw the city to it." 


.4 The commenda of the Knights of Jerusalem of the Holy Sepulcher 


The imposing structure of the former administrative headquarters of the 
Knights of Jerusalem, built between 1740 and 1748 based on a design by the 
master of the order, Johann Caspar Bagnato, stands out unexpectedly on the 
still narrow and tortuous Heiliggrabgass. Similar to the headquarters of the 
German ordcr, here as well there is a wide courtyard with buildings for the 
knights. The horseshoe-shaped ornamentation on the latch of the gate, con- 
structed with stone cannonballs suspended on chains, dates back to the era 
following secularization, around 1800, when the Napoleonic artillery school 
was located here. The expanded building with gardens located at the rear, 
one of the last remaining in the heart of the city, is recognizable by the cherry 
trees that line the stone wall. 


& irge 4 she 

Here it is possible to stop in the most picturesque part of the old city, with 
its artisan dwellings over 500 years old, now fully restored and in part still 
bearing their old names. Simi- 
larly, at the graceful Marien- 
brunnen, the fountain surmount- 
ed by a figure of the Madonna, 
a tradition typical of old Mainz 
can also be seen - houses decor- 
ated with statues of Mary. 
Near the former house of the 
bakers’ guild. Zum Beymberg. 
an almost petrified stump of a 
cherry trec can be seen, from 
which this area takes its name. 
The writer Kathinka Zitz- 
Halein was born in 1801 at 
Kirschgarten 21. She published under various pen names and today is all but 
forgotten. 


ian Church or Seminary Church 


Hours: weekdays 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Saturday 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
(except during the mid-year holidays from July-September) 


Located in the center of the long line of dwellings in narrow 
Augustinerstrasse, visitors will be surprised by the magnificent architecture 
of the gate of Seminary Church, built between 1768 and 1776 as a church for 
the Augustinian monastery, presumably by master builder Johann Georg 
Schranz. The rich figurative decorations appearing in a flat niche depict 
Mary's coronation by the Holy Trinity, to whom this church is dedicated. 
Augustine appears on one side of the Madonna in the characteristic habit of 
the order, while on the other is his mother Monica, who participates in the 
event. 

According to an old document, a church of the Augustinian hermits existed 
on this site as early as 1260. The baroque hall with closed semicircular choir 
extending lengthwise gives a glimpse of the original structure. The paintings 
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on the ceiling, which have generally not been altered, and those on the flat 
vault of a pre-existing wooden structure, are the most valuable works in this 
large building. The painter Johann Baptist Enderle of Donauwórth painted 
detailed compositions here based on rich theological material. The sources 
documenting the life of church father Augustine and his role and importance 
in the history of the church are traceable to learned Augustinian monks, 
Visible among the two painting on the ceiling of the choir is the coat of arms 
of the Cathedral parish priest, Hugo Franz Carl zu Eltz. whose generosity 
made the rich decoration of this and other churches in Mainz possible. Light 
passes freely through the clear glass in the deep arched window, permitting 
the observer to appreciate the Heavenly Reign. 

The monumental canopied altar, the most important item in the church, also 
plays its role as theatrum sacrum. The Deposition from the Cross in the cen- 
ter of the composition recalls the famous painting by Rubens in the Antwerp 
cathedral. To the side among the columns, Melchizedek and the sacrifice of 
Isaac are depicted as Old Testament references to the sacrifice of the Mass. 
In the solemn coronation scene on the high altar, the Father surrounded by 
putti destroys the mark of human sin 
with a ray of light from the Holy 
Spirit. In the side altars of the 
Augustinian brotherhood the transi- 
tion from rococo to classicism is 
already recognizable, while the pulpit 
exhibits certain elements of Louis 
XVI style. The smiling Madonna 
between the two south side altars 
comes from the Liebfrauenkirche, 
from which it was saved in 1793 as 
the church. went up in flames. This 
sculpture is considered one of the 
most important Gothic works in this 
delicate central Rhine style. The 
organ specially built in 1773 by 
Johann Heinrich Stumm can still be 
seen on the women's gallery decorat- 
ed with stucco work and frescoes. 
Daylight filters down to the central 
portion of the last instrument of this 


dynasty of organ builders still preserved in a Mainz church. Even the church 
benches, the communion bench and the confessional are part of the original 
fittings. This is due to a fortunate set of circumstances both for the church 
and the monastery, as the structure was turned over to the seminary, which is 
still located here, as early as 1805, two years after its secularization. 

Just a few steps from the church is the convent gate, built in 1753, with a rich 
baroque appearance that undoubtedly inspired the construction of the church 
facade. 

The arched cornice contains excellent sculptures by Nikolaus Binterim and 
a delicate Madonna of the Consolation, at whose side Niccolò da Tolentino 
and Johannes a. S. Facundo von Sahagun, two important saints in the 
Augustinian order, stand looking lfeavenward. 


1 Weihergarten 

This road with its peculiar block structure is an example of classical archi- 
tecture in Mainz. In particular, the house at no. 5 has a very special history, 
as the world-famous Schott music publishing company, a Mainz fixture for 
225 years, is located here. Behind the beautiful facade you can admire an 
enchanting inner courtyard, where in the summer classical music concerts 
are occasionally held. 


8 Church of St, Step! 
This is considered one of the marvels of Mainz, especially in our era, due to 
the world-famous Chagall windows that attract over 200,000 visitors each 
year. 

Archbishop Willigis built a charitable institute here in 990, a church known 
as the "Empire's place of prayer." In 1011 archbishop Willigis was buried 
there. The Gothic renovation of the Othonian-style structure was complet- 
ed between 1290 and 1338, with the construction of a pavilion church. The 
beautiful cloister, completed in the 15th century, has rich tracery in the win- 
dows and numerous vault forms typical of late Gothic style. The founda- 
tion continued to exist until secularization in 1803, the year in which St. 
Stephen became a parish church. The church suffered serious damage in 
1857 as a result of an explosion in a nearby gun powder deposit. After 
World War II all that remained was the outer shell of this building dominat- 
ing the city, and of course it had to be rebuilt. Today the church of St. 
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Stephen welcomes visitors in the blue light filter- 
ing in from the stained glass windows by Marc 
Chagall, a world-renowned artist. In 1978 Klaus 
Meyer, who for some time had been the parish 
priest of St. Stephen’s, succeeded in convincing 
the 91 year old Chagall to create a set of windows 
for the church, which at the time of the artist's 
death in 1985 was to have been followed by five 
more windows for the east choir and three for the 
cross-building. 

Although he never saw the church, St. Stephen’s is 
the only German church for which the Russian- 
born Jewish artist ever agreed to create a series of 
windows, The ethereal blue of the windows fills 
the soaring space with Biblical figures from the 
Old Testament. Chagall wanted his work to be 
recognized as a symbol of reconciliation between 
Jews and Christians as well as of the ties that bind 
them. After his death, the windows in the aisles 
and baptismal chapel were completed by Charles 
Marq, the director of the glassworks at Reims, 
who worked in close collaboration with Chagall. 


i i : "ec ^ l Dalber 


These two former noble courts are currently the site of a well-known 
women's school. Old Dalberg Court dates back to the still-existing 15th 
century residential tower of the lords of Eppstein-Koenigstein. In the late 
16th century, the lords of Dalberg added new buildings to the structure. The 
angular window typical of Mainz dates back to this era. In keeping with the 
spirit of the times, in the 18th century further architectural modifications 
were made. The large cornice of the 1710 gate bears the Dalberg coat of 
arms on the tympanum, above which is a Madonna dating from 1677, a 
symbol created for the 200th anniversary of the University of Mainz which 
still today decorates the seal of the university. The adjacent Fechenbach 
Court dates back to the 18th century. 
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P Ostei 

Of particular note among the noble courts of Mainz is the oval Osteiner Hof, 
built between 1747 and 1752 for the son of the elector Johann Friedrich Karl 
von Ostein by the architect Johann Valentin Thomas, who also completed 
projects for the church of St. Peter. As during the 19th century the building 
was used as a headquarters for fortress commanders, it was also nicknamed 
Gouvernement. Today the garrison of the federal army has its headquarters 
here. At 11:11 a.m. each November 11, the Carnival season opens from the 
balcony of Osteiner Hof, when clowns gather in the square calling out their 
characteristic greeting, “Helau.” 


L4 

1L Bassenheim Court (Bassenheimer Hof) 

From 1750 to 1755, elector Johann Friedrich Karl von Ostein built this impos- 
ing court for his widowed sister, the countess von Bassenheim. This family 
alliance is testified by the coats of arms on the tympanum and on the balus- 
trade of the balcony. Like the 
older Stadioner Hof, master 
builder Anselm Franz von Ritter 
zu Groenesteyn used uniform 
sandstone for the center of this 
court as well, while the surfaces 
of the more robust side wings 
are white, the classic baroque 
color utilized in Mainz. This 
building was also destroyed by 
fire during World War Il. 
Reconstructed in 1947, it was initially utilized as the headquarters of the 
Prime Minister of the Rhineland-Palatinate. Since 1960 this former noble 
court has housed the Ministry of the Interior. 


12 Monument to Schiller 

In 1859, it was decided to erect a monument dedicated to the 100th anniver- 
sary of the birth of the poet Schiller. It was completed in 1862 by the Mainz 
sculptor Joh. Baptist Scholl. The square and the street extension were also 
renamed after the poet. 
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zarniv; ain (Fastnachtsbrunnen 

Fastnachtsbrunnen has stood on Schillerplatz since 1967, surrounded by 
historic noble courts. The Munich artist Blasius Spreng created this impos- 
ing cultural monument in bronze, 
which includes about 250 figures and 
symbols of the history of the Mainz 
Carnival.” Its waters gurgle merrily, 
and clowns are depicted cavorting in 
the overturned, teetering tower of the 
Cathedral at night. Here, all year 
round, you can see the clown with a 
lantern and figures of orators, writers, 
singers, drinkers and mythological 
figures. Above your head "sun, moon and stars dot the clowns’ sky," but 
when Ash Wednesday arrives, Puss in Boots searches for water in the val- 
ley of sorrows, and the “washer of bags,” a little soldier in the guard, washes 
his now empty purse, intending to save until the next campaign. 


Gutenber icipal The; 
This monument was unveiled in 1837 during an important festival in honor 
of Mainz's "famous son." The model of the statue was created in Rome by 
the Danish sculptor Bertel Thorvaldsen, based on a 
design by Ludwig Lindenschmidt of Mainz. The statue 
was cast in bronze at the Crozatier foundry in 
Paris. The Latin inscription at the base reads: "In 1837 
the citizens of Mainz dedicated this monument, built 
with funds collected from all over Europe, to Johann 
Gensfleisch von Gutenberg, the Mainz patrician." The 
50th parallel runs across the square. The monument to 
Gutenberg faces 
the Mainz Theater, built between 1829 
and 1833. The original designs for this 
building were by Georg Moller, the clas- 
sical architect of Darmstadt. Between 
1910 and 1912 a first extension was 
added. The theater was rebuilt in 1951- 
52 after suffering damage during the war. 
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15 The Gutenberg Museum 


Hours: , Tuesday-Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
= Closed on official holidays and in January. 


The administrative headquarters and library of the Gutenberg Museum are 
located in the historic house Zum Rómischen Kaiser, Am Liebfrauenplatz 
5. The building, originally known as Zum Marienberg, was built between 
1653 and 1657 by the master builder of elector Edmund Rockoch. The 
extraordinary stuccoed ceiling of the portico to the rear, completed in 1664 
by Domenico Rossi, is the most "intact in the city of Mainz. Among the 
crosswork grills decorated with sprays of acanthus, lions stand next to 
frolicking putti, amiable nude creatures, and depictions of birds which in 
the past were surrounded by frescoed panels. 

After 1744 it began a new history as a noble inn, Zum Römischen Kaiser. 
The figure of the emperor Charles VI, located above the central gate, dates 
back to this period. In the portico you can also admire the first sandstone 
monument to Gutenberg by Joseph Scholl. The monument to Gutenberg 
was erected in Mainz in 1900, on the 500th anniversary of the birth of 
Johannes Gutenberg. The main entrance located to the side of the current 
museum, built in 1962, is made of historic bronze clichés. Nearby is a bust 
of Gutenberg created by the Finnish sculptor Waino Aaltonen. An enor- 
mous marble book from the laboratory of Kubach-Willmsen is in perfect 
harmony with the theme. The international printing museum contains not 
only the works of the 
inventor, but also 
documents the his- 
tory of writing in all 
principal cultures, the 
creation of a book in 
the Middle Ages, the 
history of paper, and 
examples of different 
types of printing and 
their development into 
modern automated 
printing processes. 


The treasury room contains the 42 line Gutenberg Bible, consisting of two 
volumes, the Old and the New Testament, with a total of 1282 pages. Of 
the 180 examples printed by Gutenberg between 1452 and 1455 on 60,000 
sheets of paper, 48 are still existant. As the inventor wanted to imitate a 
handwritten codex, only the black columns of text are printed. The begin- 
nings of sentences and the decorations are done in red and the initials are 
painted, so that each book is unique despite the fact that it is printed. 

The Mainz Book of Psalms, produced in 1462 by Johannes Fust and Peter 
Schóffer, is already printed in various colors. Demonstrations of printing 
during Gutenberg's time are given daily at 11.30 a.m. or upon appointment 
in Gutenberg's reconstructed studio on the ground floor. 


In the midst of modern buildings, such as the *am Brand" shopping center, 
across from the city hall built between 1970 and 1973 and the 
Rheingoldhalle built between 1965 and 1968, you can still see a 13th cen- 
tury medieval tower and remains of the city walls along the Rhine. Today 
the Eisenturm Artists" House is located in the old build- 
ing, with a workshop and exhibition rooms. 


This was built in 1236 as a municipal hospital, and 
until 1462 it was under municipal administration. 
Thereafter, until 1804 the hospital was entrusted to the 
clergy, and was subsequently used as a warehouse and 
deposit under the French administration. 

In 1863 it became a small restaurant. You can find 
accommodations in the former council pavilions or “Heilig-Geist” guilds, 
in large Romanesque rooms with a nave and two aisles, low cruciform 
vaults or high Gothic vaults from the 15th century. 
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18 Erbach Court (Erbacher Hof) 

The truc historic heart is in the second inner court, behind the modern train- 
ing center of the Catholic church, an interesting structure with a laminated 
lead-covered roof which has stood out in the old city south of the Cathedral 
since 1988, providing a natural continuation of the towering Cathedral. 
This is thc city court of the Cistercians of the Eberach monastery in the 
Rhine district, constructed in the 13th century. It contains a chapel to Mary 
adorned with splendid medieval paintings. 


19 n Tower Iz 

The wooden tower with its distinftive raised turrets is 
also a characteristic feature within the city’s medieval 
walls. As the street level was raised over the past cen- 
tury, the archi of the gate is now about 3 meters lower 
than it used to be. Various high water marks are indicat- 
ed here, for example those from 1565 and 1784. The 
city towers were later used as prisons. In 1803 the 
famous bandit leader Schinderhannes passed the last 
weeks of his life here before being executed. Carl 
Zuckmayer, who grew up in Mainz, told the story of this 
folk hero in a famous play which was made into numer- 
ous films. 


Because of its original architecture, this Romanesque residential tower built 
in the late 12th century is considered the oldest secular building in Mainz. 
and in the past stood out on the southwest city walls. The gallery now locat- 
ed on the cellar and ground floors hosts various exhibitions. 


Hours: daily from 8:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 


This church on Kapuzinerstrasse 40 is slightly removed from the city cen- 
ter. A parish church dedicated to St. Ignatius of Antioch is mentioned as 
early as 1259, This suburb of Selenhofen, which in times past was inhabit- 
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ed primarily by fishermen and shepherds, was not enclosed within the city 
walls until 1200. 

The present-day church structure was built by the court stucco artist Johann 
Peter Jaeger between 1763 and 1774. Of particular note is the red Main 
sandstone west facade, 30 m high, with sculpted figures in the niches. 
Jaeger's style can also be seen on the facade of St. Gervase in Paris (1616- 
1621). Within the large room divided by short cross arms and a cupola, you 
can trace the transition from rococo to the combined style, as well as see 
elegant stucco work among the ceiling paintings. Even the walls and the 
deep bays in the windows have interesting decorations in gold-edged white 
and pink: the hall is decorated by religious objects from the Jewish temple, 
ecclesiastical insignias and festoons, while the parapet of the women's gal- 
lery organ area is adorned by period musical instruments. A classic barrel 
organ plays a piece from 1834. 

Johann Peter Metz built the side altars, where the transition to classical style 
from 1774 to 1780 can clearly be seen; with a severity which is clearly vis- 
ible in the isolated canopied altar with festoons, completed in 1784. 

To the left of the church, in the former courtyard, there is a dramatic 
Crucifixion by Hans Backoffen. In the cruciform crypt under the nave of the 
church there are still 198 tombs in the wall. The crypt is open on November 
2, All Saints’ Day, or by appointment. 


Hours: Tuesday-Sunday 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 


In 1981-82 a sensational archeological discovery was made during con- 
struction work in the former market pavilion near the south station: exca- 
vators found the remains of five 4th century Roman ships. The ships are now 
well-preserved and the site has been reconstructed. Near the reconstruction 
of a battle ship 21.6 m long with 32 oarsmen, a mast and sail, and a patrol 
ship 17.5 m long and 3.7 m wide, various observation tables and copies of 
monuments offer an amazing picture of Roman ships from the late ancient 
era, at the same time documenting an important chapter in Roman history in 
the Rhine region. On weekdays visitors can watch the restorers at work. 
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The Cathedral - SS. Martin and Stephen 

Cathedral Square 

Church of St. John 

The commenda of the Knights of 
Jerusalem of the Holy Sepulcher 

Kirschgarten (Cherry Orchard) 

Augustinian Church or Seminary Church 

Weihergarten 

Church of St. Stephen 

Old Dalberg Court and Fechenbach Court 

Ostein Court 

Bassenheim Court 

Monument to Schiller 

Carnival Fountain 

Monument to Gutenberg / Municipal 

theater 

Gutenberg Museum 

Iron Tower 

Holv Spirit Hospital 

Erbach Court 

Wooden lower 

Haus zum Stein 

Church of St. Ignatius 

Ancient Navigation Museum - Roman 

Ship Museum 

Citadel/Drusus Stone 

Roman Theater 

Roman Gate 

Schónborn Court 

Erthal Court 

Professors’ houses 

Stadion Court 

New Fountain 

Regional Museum 

Temple of Isis and Mater Magna 

Church of Christ 

Church of St. Peter 

Castle of the Prince Elector 

Deutschlandhaus/New Arsenal | 

Natural History Museum in the former St. 

Clare convent 

New Dalberg Court 

Church of the Antonians (former church 

of the Poor Clares) 

Carmelite Church 

Church of St. Christopher 

Church of St. Quentin 

Old university 


23 Citadel / Drusus Stone 

Above the Old City is the Citadel garrison, built in 1696. The curved portico 
with the coat of arms of the Schonborns i in the arch points the way to the 
Drusus Stone hidden in the surrounding countryside, all that remains of a 


commemorative monument that the Romans erected in 9 B.C. in memory of 


Nero Claudius Drusus, their general who was mortally wounded that year. 


23A Roman Theater 

The ruins of this theater were discovered and brought to light only recently. The 
semicircular auditorium, about 116 meters long, held 10,000 spectators. Days- 
long funeral rites were celebrated here for the delegations of 60 Gaulish provin- 
ces, and theater performances were héid, but by the 4th century, the largest Roman 
theater north of the Alps had been demolished, buried and forgotten, not to be redi- 
scovered until the 19th century during construction work on the South railway. 


24 Roman Gate 
In the center of the modern residential area of Kiistrich are the remains of a 
Roman gate to the city dating back to the 4th century. Traces of the tracks left 
by carts in the ancient pavement can still be seen within the walls. The walls 
of the city, which can be traced from the medieval Alexander Tower built on 
the Roman foundations, crossed the legion depot, which was abandoned 
around the year 350. 


25 Schönborn Court (Schónborner 
Hof) 

Between 1668 and 1670 the dukes of 
Schónborn built the first noble court in 
Mainz on the present-day Schillerstrasse, 
based on a design by Clemens Hinck. The 
peculiar residential structure known as the 
court, utilized by nobles as city apart- 
ments, resembles Parisian hotels and the 
palaces of Vienna and Prague. The threc- 
winged structure with two pediments and 
a balustrade with the coats of arms of the 
Schónborns in the center gives an idea of 
how the original structure must have 
appeared, although it was remodeled in 
99 
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1952. Today the Institut Français has its headquarters at Schón-born Court. 
In 1865, a supply magazine in the style of a Roman castle was built in the 
baroque garden area, with an oven for the Prussian and Austrian garrisons 
that occupied the federal fortress of Mainz. Today it produces delicious 
gastronomic specialties and offers a series of cultural and commercial events. 


26 Erthal Court (Erthaler Hof) 


The only noble court not damaged during World War II was built between 
1734 and 1741 by the knightly architect and member of the council of elec- 
tors, Philipp Christoph Erthal, as a 
family court. The sober façade with 
arched grillwork on the windows of 
the ground floor, the gate framed and 
adorned by rococo vases, as is the 
mansard roof, and the coat of arms of 
the Erthal-Bettendorf alliance located 
on the pediment recreate the original 
atmosphere of a baroque palace in 
Mainz. On the inside, you will be 
struck by the central staircase with its 

: richly decorated and molded landings, 
the elegantly stuccoed ceilings, the marble fireplaces and the mirrors in the 
salon in the center of the house. The French prefect Jeanbon de St. André 
lived and died here. Particularly be-loved by the inhabitants of Mainz, he 
was in charge of the French département of Donnersberg, with Mainz as 
the capital. 


27 The Professors’ Houses 

Three of the nine classical-style residences built between 1784 and 1786 
for the professors of the University of Mainz are still standing on Neue 
Universitütsstrasse. These buildings were constructed on the land of the 
Altmünster monastery, once renowned but now remembered only in the 
names of a few streets and in the nearby Altmiinsterkirche, a Protestant 
church. This area is not only historical but is also literary. Georg Foster, 
the librarian of the electors and later member of the club, a famous trave- 
ler, writer and translator, lived here from 1788 to 1793. His wife, who used 
the name Therese Huber in her second marriage, was also a well-known 
writer. In 1792 Goethe stayed here, passing "two pleasant evenings" in the 
company of its residents. 
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28 Stadion Court (Stadioner Hof) 


Alter the last, extensive remodeling of this noble court with its particularly 


troubled history, the pediment of the building still bears the coat of arms of 


its prior owners, Count Friedrich von Stadion and his wife Anna Maria von 
Sickengen. Stadion was the mayor of the Mainz electorate and moved to this 
house in 1737. From 1754 to 1761 the future writer Sophie La Roche lived 
here. Maximiliane, the mother of the romantic poets Clemens and Bettina 
Brentano, was born here in 1756. 


29 New Fountain (Neuer Brunnen) 

This ornamental fountain was new in 1726, when it was commissioned by the 
elector and archbishop Lothar Franz von Schénborn, a particularly enterpri- 
sing figure in the construction field. Located at the end of a lead water main, 
it is decorated with an ornamented obelisk, the symbols of the arts, sciences, 
agriculture, commerce and handicrafts. The gods of the Rhine and the Main 
look down from above, surrounded by sphinxes from which water issues. 


30 Regional Museum 


Hours: Tuesday 10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
Wed.-Sun. 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 


The regional museum is located in the former stables of the elector, built between 
1766 and 1767, with the gilt war-horse visible on the pediment from some distan- 
ce. The large baroque building was used as a barracks during the 19th century, 
and was known as the Golden Horse Barracks. The marvels that lie within these 
walls range from objects from prehis-toric and ancient times to contemporary art. 
The Roman monuments in the pavilion are especially noteworthy. The original 
Column of Jupiter, erected in 59-69 A.D. and 
dedicated to the emperor Nero, found comple- 
tely destroyed in 1904 when the New City was 
being built, can be seen here, along with frag- 
ments of a life-size statue of Jupiter. The adja- 
cent Landtag contains a reproduction of the 
column over 9 meters high. 

An extensive collection of medieval, Dutch, 
French, Impressionist and modern pain- 
tings, including works by Picasso, can be 
admired here, as well as a precious collec- 


tion of graphics. The fine collection of precious porcelain also documents 
the cultural history of the 18th century. 


30A Temple of Isis and Mater Magna 


Hours: Monday-Friday 9:30 a.m. - 8:00 p.m., Saturday 9:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Sundays on request 
Admission free. 


This unique Roman religious site is located in the modern Passaggio Romano. 
It was presumably dedicated to the Egyptian goddess Isis and the Oriental 
Mater Magna until the 3rd century, and was discovered during construction of 
a shopping mall. A presentation room allows visitors to take a trip back throu- 
gh time to the world of ancient Roman rites, in an installation that involves all 
the senses. The presentation room is in the Passaggio Romano shopping mall 
in the pedestrian area. 


31 Church of Christ 
Open for Mass and by appointment 


The first Protestant church in Mainz was erected in neo-Renaissance style from 
1895 to 1903. The master builder Eduard Kreissig used the Berlin Cathedral as 
his model. With its imposing cupola, the church was to pro-vide a counterpart 
to the dominant figure of the Cathedral in the Old City. With its lantern and 
carillon, the building is almost as tall as the west spire of the Cathedral. 

The Church of Christ, located in the center of broad Kaiserstrasse, marks 
your entry into the new city; it was built and opened only after the northern 
walls were torn down in the late 19th century. The Church suffered serious 
damage during World War II and was rebuilt in 1952. 


32 Church of St. Peter 


Hours: Monday, Wednesday and Friday 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
Tuesday and Thursday 8:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. 


Religious services: Tuesday and Thursday 9:00 a.m. 
Monday, Weds., Fri. and Sat. 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday 9:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. 
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The former church of the St. Peter 
foundation is the oldest baroque 
church in Mainz still preserved. It 
was built between 1748 and 1756 
on the site of an old church dedica- 
ted to Mary, based on a design by 
Johann Valentin Thomann. Today, 
with its facade with two spires, it is 
an imposing structure in the Grosse 
Bleiche area. Its interior with a 
nave and two aisles is a lovely and 
graceful intertwining of court roco- 
co art. The stucco decorations 
include rock-work, depictions of 
fishing, symbols of the four sea- 
sons and richly decorated walls and 
pillars. The delicate pastel tones 
and bright gilt-work create richly 
contrasting colors in this theatrum 
sacrum, In the light that filters 
through the clear glass windows, 
your gaze is drawn to the bright 
ceiling printings that recount the life and work of the apostle Peter. The 
Bavarian painter Karl Manninger and his pupil Hermenegild Peiker restored 
the frescoes painted from 1752 to 1755 by Joseph Ignaz Appiani after they 
were destroyed during the war, following their black and white models. It was 
a massive effort that was not completed until 1989. Well-known artists and 
craftspeople from Mainz contributed to restoring the original fittings, some of 
which were saved. The pulpit, for example, with its unusual inscription, is the 
work of Johann Jak. Forster. Around the pulpit cage, finely decorated with 
rock-work, the papal tiara and the Keys of Peter, are highly symbolic busts by 
Peter Heinrich Hencke, representing the populations of the continents known 
at that time - Africa, Europe, Asia and America - to which Christianity had 
spread. For example, the busts include a black African with ivory tusks, a 
crowned female figure which represents Europe, a bust with yellow skin and 
a turban representing Asia, and a red-skinned Indian beside characteristic qui- 
vers and arrows to represent America. The arched canopy bears the symbols 
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of the four Evangelists and, on the crown of the pediment, the Church of God 
rises like a temple on the rock, from which an angel announces the Day of 
Judgment. The side altars create a symmetrical effect and, despite the lively 
depictions and the rich decorations, represent a peculiarity of rococo style 
expressed by isolated figures. The Holy Cross altar located on the left inner 
wall is dominated by a Crucifixion by Hans Backoffen from the early 18th 
century. The isolated canopied altar in the choir was not completed until 
1762. Four marble columns are surmounted by arched pedestals. The tra- 
beated structure, surmounted by a triple volute, is closed off by a globe of the 
world and the cross of Peter. This symbiosis of Heaven and Earth is sanctio- 
ned by the presence of the apostles Peter and Paul. The modern bronze 
Ceremonial Altar, done in 1989 by the sculptor Gernot Rumpf, is an un-usual 
depiction of fish with human heads wriggling in a net; the fish symbolize the 
apostles, with Peter in the middle. 

An inscription on the organ console surrounded by rock-work reads: *No 
impious hand may aspire to Holiness.’ The organ, dated 1954, comes 
from the church of the Carmelites of Njmwegen and blends perfectly with 
its surroundings, both in appearance and musical features. 

Before leaving, take one last look at the chapel in the north spire, where 
the priest Franz Adam Landvogt, an exemplary Catholic who helped the 
needy in the post-war period, was buried in 1953. The Landvogt Parish 
Institute, which assists the homeless, follows in his footsteps. 


33 Castle of the Prince Elector 

The old episcopal residence, St. Martin's Castle, rebuilt in 1477, stands 
along the Rhine before the castle of the Prince Elector. The Gothic castle 
on the water on the northeast side of the city walls was demolished in 
1809, and today only a few remnants remain. Expansion and reconstruc- 
tion work began in 1628. 

The long interruptions caused by the Thirty Years' War complicated the 
history of this building, and it was only in 1752, after five electors, that 
the angular structure was completed; it has been remodeled and restored 
numerous times. Above the gate on the curved pediment of the north 
wing, slightly projecting toward the Rhine, is the coat of arms of its last 
client, the elector Johann Friedrich Carl von Ostein. The red Main sand- 
stone splits the facade of the castle, giving it the impression of a rich 
Renaissance structure with decorations up to the roof. The finely decor- 
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ated angular windows facing south, 
surrounded by columns with bro- 
ken fluting, are worthy of note. 
The rich ornamentation of the 
remaining window decorations 
covers the balustrades surrounded 
by concealed volutes. The entire 
complex has a classical triparti- 
tion. Observed from below, the 
cross windows end in arches, with 
busts of important governmenj 
figures, or in triangles, with busts 
of ancient philosophers and Cae- 
sars. These are turn-of-the-century 
additions which put the structure 
within a historical context, and to 
which the busts of Johannes Gutenberg, Martin Luther and other figures 
in contemporary history were added. Until 1792, the castle was the resi- 
dence of the archbishops of Mainz. During the French occupation, it was 
used as a meeting place for the Mainz club members. Finally, after the 
electorate was dissolved during the Napoleonic era, it was used as a bar- 
racks, quarantine station and customs for the nearby free port. The one- 
story pavilion built in 1807 dates from this period, and was based on the 
model of a three-winged structure. 

After the destruction of the war, the once richly decorated princely castle 
was reconstructed in a more sober style, and its Rhine wing is now the 
location of the Central Roman-Germanic Museum. The entertainment 
and party rooms located in the north wing are used for conventions, con- 
certs, dances and Carnival events. Many visitors will have seen the 
Määnzer Gut Stubb, perhaps only on television, during the annual broad- 
casting of the well-known Mardi Gras show - "Mainz is a Mainz that 
sings and laughs." 


34 w Ar IN i 

A reproduction of the Column of Jupiter stands before the Deutschhaus. The 
original is in the National Museum. The German Knights had an office in 
Mainz as early as the 13th century. From 1730 to 1737 the Grand Master of 
the Order, Franz Ludwig von Pfalz Neuberg, at that time archbishop and 
elector of Mainz. finally commissioned a new administrative headquarters 
by the architect Anselm Franz Freiherr von Ritter zu Groenesteyn, who on 
this occasion drew his inspiration from French baroque architecture. Typical 
decorative elements of the era can be seen on the facade, such as armaments 
and military badges. On the slightly projecting central rise, the coat of arms 
of the German Knights appears on the triangular pediment. The gate is under 
a narrow balcony supported by powerful Atlas, in a manner reminiscent of 
Viennese baroque architecture. 

A deep courtyard is created by two independent pavilions which run along 
its side. The sculptures by Burkhard Zamels are more than simple decora- 
tions: on the outside walls are depictions of St. Elizabeth and St. George, 
models of charity and valor. On the right there are depictions of Judas 
Maccabees and Birgitta of Sweden, who represent noble qualities and a 
devout life. 

The national Rhine-German assembly, the first German democratic parlia- 
ment, was established in the Deutschhaus in 1793. From 1804 to 1813 
Napoleon stayed here while he was in Mainz, and planned to transform the 
structure into his Rhine residence. From 1819 to 1918 the baroque structure 
became the grand-ducal palace. After the damage suffered during World War 
II. in 1951 the Deutschhaus was rebuilt in only 153 days as the headquarters 
for the Landtag of Rhineland-Palatinate, after Mainz was designated as 
regional capital in 1950. 

The New Arsenal right next door, based on a design by Maximilian von 
Welsch, was built between 1738 and 1740, during the reign of the clector 
Philipp Carl zu Eltz. His coat of arms, supported by lions, appears on the 
pediment and is particularly noticeable as you come from the Mainz Castle 
over the Theodor-Heuss Bridge. War trophies, Roman shields and depictions 
of Mars, the god of war, contribute to the military character of the building, 
used as a storehouse for the elector's army. Today the Prime Minister of the 
Rhineland-Palatinate handles government affairs here. The adjacent Old 
Arsenal is known as Zum Saudantz. It has an imposing Renaissance gate and 
voluted pediment and dates from 1601 to 1605. 
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358 Natural Hi ' Museum in th i — 


Hours: Wed., Fri., Sat., Sun. 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Tues., Thurs. 10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 


The former Clarisse convent was founded in 1272, taken over in 1781 for 
the university fund and in 1798 used as a military supply warehouse and 
oven. In 1904 the convent building was demolished, and subsequently 
the I3th- I5th century church was remodeled to house the Natural History 
Muscum of the City of Mainz, which opened in 1910 with the collections 
of the Rhineland Natural Research Society. It displays fossils from the 
Mainz basin, vertebrates from the diluvial era, such as a skeleton of a 
prehistoric horse about fifty million years old, mammals and birds of 
Germany, and geological and botanical exhibits. The entry area, surround- 
ed by a glass-enclosed “Tower of Time,” is the work of the Wiesbaden 
artist Hicronymus Perret, who used fresco techniques. The exhibit area 
also offers a *world chronicle" with a calendar of natural events. 


36 New Dalberg Court (lingerer Dalberger Hof) 


Located amidst various post-war buildings in the commercial center, 
Dalberg Court on narrow Klarastrasse is built in a pathetic baroque style. 
The splendor that the lords of Dalberg wanted to give their new family 
residence, built between 1715 and 1718 by Johann Caspar Herwartel, was 
by now long gone. Only the finely segmented facade with its allegorical 
decorations reveals the charm of a vanished era. Today the Peter 
Cornelius Conservatory, the Office for the Defense of Women and the 
Municipal Literary Office have their headquarters in this large structure. 


3 Poor r rArmklara Church 

In 1331 Frau Mechthildis financed the construction of the church of the 
Antonian convent. In 1620, after settling in Mainz, the Poor Clares in- 
herited the already deconsecrated church and the convent, which no 
longer exists. 

The little church hidden among the new buildings contains ceiling pain- 
tings discovered during restoration work. They depict saints, Biblical fig- 
ures and the symbols of the Evangelists surrounded by [ine decorations. 


38 Carmelite Church 

The Carmelites, which have been active in Mainz since 1270, completed 
their convent church in 1404. Of particular architectural interest, the church 
reflects the character of this mendicant order by omitting the spire and 
including à choir larger than the narrow longitudinal building. As a signifi- 
cant example of the stvle of the central Rhine region around 1400, in her 
right arm the Carmelite Madonna holds the Baby Jesus pointing to a bird 
with an inscription, with a crucifix in her right hand, the blood of which is 
collected in chalices by little angels. A pelican perches on the crucifix. 

In 1802 the convent was secularized and deconsecrated, and only in 1924 
was it possible to return it to Dutch Carmelite fathers, who have lived here 
ever since. 


39 Church of St. Chri 
After the destruction of World War Il, the ruins of this early Gothic church 
were left as an admonition against war and violence. The concrete 
frieze created by artist Heinz Hemrich in place of the north aisle shows 
what human hands can do: destroy. strike with the sword, flail thc fists, but 
also beg, safeguard and protect. Johannes Gutenberg was baptized in this 
former parish church. 


* 


10. Church of SE; Quinti 
The name of St. Quentin appears in documents as carly as 815. This 
Gothic pavilion church was built in a densely populated region between 
1300 and 1330, based on the small square plan of an earlier structure. In 
1398 it was reinforced and a square spire was built. Its cupola, which was 
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destroyed during the war, was recently restored. The magnificent High 
Altar was built in 1739 by the baroque master Maximilian von Welsch, 
who built the first canopied altar for a Mainz church. 

Most of the architectural and decorative elements were destroyed during 
the war. There is a gigantic Ancona by Franz Anton Maulpertsch on the 
wcst wall, created in 1758 for the Altmünster convent. The rich baroque 
pulpit was constructed in 1761, commissioned by the duchess Ostein to 
Johann Forster, who used the figures of the four Evangelists by Heinrich 
Jung for the church of St. Emmeran. The pulpit came to San Quentin after 
World War IT, when the church of St. Emmeran was demolished to make 
way for a modern center for the Itglian community. The two baroque side 
altars come from the Liebfrauenkirche in Oberwesel. At Christmastime, 
visitors can see an enchanting Nativity scene with depictions of the 
Christmas story and Old Testament references to the events associated 
with the birth of Christ. 


41 Old University 
Between 1615 and 1618, the Jesuits, who had resided in Mainz since 1561, 


built a college for the university called the Domus Universitatus in the 
inscriptions on the two Renaissance gates, which also bear the richly decor- 
ated coats of arms of the capital of the Mainz Cathedral and the elector 
Johann Schweickhardt von Kronberg on the triangular pediment. 

A plate expresses gratitude to Johannes Gutenberg, who was buried in 1468 
in the Franciscan church which once stood across from the University and 
was destroyed in 1742. 
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13 HL. 


71 A.D. 


90 A.D. 


Ist century A.D. 


3rd century A.D. 


406 


around 534 


780. 


793-803 


847-856 


CHRONOLOGY 


Camp of the Roman 14th Legion in Kistrich under Nero 
Claudius Drusus 


Construction of a stone bridge over the Rhine during the reign 
of the emperor Vespasian. 


Moguntiacum (the Roman name for Mainz). Headquarters for 
envoys for the upper German tcrritorics. 


An aqueduct is built under the reign of the emperor 
Domitianus. 

“Roman stones,” the remains of the main wall of the aqueduct, 
originally 30 m high and still visible at Mainz-Zahlbach. 


Mainz becomes an episcopal seat. 


Following the migrations of various populations, the Vandals, 
Swabians and Alani destroy and sack the city on New Year's 
Eve. 


The Rhine is diverted under Bishop Sidonius and the 
Baptisterv is constructed. 


As Bishop of Mainz, Boniface, archbishop of the German 
territories, receives a warrant from the Apostolic See that 
authorizes him to appoint bishops. Mainz is designated a 
sancta sede away from Rome. 


Mainz becomes an archbishopric. 


Erection of a wooden bridge over the Rhine on the Roman 
pillars, under the reign of Charlemagne. 


Rhabanus Maurus, the “Tutor of Germany” (“Teacher of 
Germany"), archbishop of Mainz 


o 
2 


975-1011 


1044 


1096 


1114 


1118 


1143 


1184 


1188 
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Archbishop Willigis, chancellor of the Reign, commissions the 


Mainz Cathedral. 


After the diet of Verona, Otho II grants Willigis the Rhine 
district, which will be part of the Mainz archbishopric until 
1803. 


Henry li is crowned in Mainz by archbishop Willigis. 
Archbishop Aribo crowns Conrad Il in Mainz. 


On November 11, nef opening of the Cathedral under 
Archbishop Bardo. 


Agnes of Poitou, daughter of William of Aquitaine and wife of 
Henry Ill, is crowned regent. 


Persccution of the Jews by rampaging Crusaders. Destruction 
of the Jewish quarters of Mainz and the important Rabbinical 
School. 


Emperor Henry V weds Matilda of England in Mainz. 


Archbishop Adalbert grants the citizens of Mainz their first 
customs privileges. The grant is mscribed on the bronze portal 
of the Cathedral built under archbishop Willigis. 


First seal of the city depicting St. Martin, patron of the 
bishopric, the Cathedral and the city, surrounded by the 
following inscription: Aurea Maguncia Romane Cicle 
Specialis Filia (Golden Mainz the special daughter of the 
Church of Rome). 


Pentecast celebrated by the emperor Frederick Barbarossa in 
Mainz - the most important chivalric festival of the Middle 


Ages. 


Diet of Mainz, curia Jesu Christi. 


1194 


1212 


1235 


1239 


1244 


1254 


1318 


1441 


around 1450 


1462 


1477 


1478 


1514 


Diet of Mainz. Richard Coeur de Leone is released upon 
payment of a ransom and vow of vassalage to Henry VI. 


Frederick 1l is crowned in the Cathedral, 


Diet of the emperor Frederick II in Mainz, with a proclamation 
of national peace: the oldest law iri the German language. 


The west choir of the Cathedral with its gallery by the 
Naumburg Master is opened. 


Archbishop Siegfried III grants the city privileges bound to the 
election of a city council 


Foundation of the Confederation of Rhincland Citics by 


LAF 


Arnold Walpod, under the auspices of “Golden Mainz.” 


The bard Heinrich von Meissen, known as the “women’s 
bard,” dies in Mainz 


Last dict of Mainz under Frederick IIl. 


Johannes Gutenberg, the inventor of the printing press, begins 
printing the 42 line Bible. 


Feud in Mainz between Adolf I] of Nassau and Diether von 
Isenburg. End of the city's autonomy. 


Foundation of the University of Mainz. 


Construction of the St. Martin Castle as an episcopal 
residence begins under Diether von Isenburg. 


Election of Albert of Brandenburg as archbishop, elector and 
chancellor, He will authorize the sale of letters of absolution, 
becoming one of the promoters of the Reformation. 
Occupation and destruction of Mainz by Albrecht Alcibiades 
von Kulmbach-Bayeruth. 
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1648 


up to 1729 


1792 


1793 


1797 


1802 


1803 


1815 


1816 . 


Archbishop Daniel Brendel von Homburg accepts the Jesuit 
order in Mainz. 


Gustav Adolf of Swabia conquers Mainz. Frederick V, the 
so-called “Winter King” and elector of the Palatinate, rules 
briefly in Mainz and dies on November 29, 1632, 


At the end of the Thirty Years’ War, archbishop Johann Philipp 
von Schénborn opens up the Bleichen district north of the city 
to construction for his court, 


The baroque imprint pf the city comes primarily from the 
electors of the Schónborn family. 


The revolutionary French army enters Mainz on October 22 
under the command of General Custine. The “Republic of 
Mainz” is established. 


On June 28 the city is reconquered and devastated by the 
united German imperial troops. 


Based on the peace agreements at Camp Formio, Mainz 
becomes the capital of the déparrement of Donnersberg under 
pretect Jeanbon de St. André. 


Bishop Ludwig Colmar, appointed by Napolcon, prevents the 
demolition of the Cathedral. 


The bandit leader Schinderhannes is executed on November 21. 


Mainz becomes a federal fortress under Prussian and Austrian 
administration. 


Based on the state agreement of Frankfurt, Mainz becomes a 
province of Hessen-Darmstadt. Creation of Rheinessen in the 
northern part of the Département of Donnersberg. 


First German industrial exhibition in Mainz. 


City begins to expand beyond the Bleichen quarter after the 


1873 


1884 


1900 


1904 


1918 


1945 


1945 


1946 


1950 


1961 


1962 


1975 


1977 


demolition of the north fortress with the construction of 
Kaiserstrasse, signaling the beginning of the New City. 


Mainz becomes a fortress of the Empire. 
The neo-Renaissance-style Centra] Station is opened after 
completion of the tunnel and construction of the stretch along 


the Rhine. 


Netty Reiling, known to the literary world as Anna Seghers, is 
born on November 19. 


The fortifications around Mainz are abandoned. The city's 
period of great expansion begins with the construction of the 


Hohenziige. 


The end of World War I signals the fifth French occupation of 
Mainz - the Rhineland will remain occupied until 1930. 


On February 27, 80% of the city is destroyed during Mainz’s 
most disastrous air bombardment of the war. 


The Americans declare the Rhine a territorial limit. The 
suburbs of Mainz located to the right of the Rhine - Kastel, 
Kostheim and Amóneburg - are separated. Mainz becomes a 
French zone. 

The Johannes Gutenberg University opens on May 22. 
Mainz becomes the capital of the Rhincland-Palatinatc. 


Foundation of the Zweiten Deutschen Fernsehen (ZDF) 
broadcasting station, headquartered in Mainz. 


2000th anniversary of the founding of Mainz. 
1000th anniversary of the Mainz Cathedral. 


500th anniversary of the University of Mainz. 
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A BRIEF PROFILE OF THE CAPITAL 
OF THE RHINELAND-PALATINATE 


Geography: 

50° 00" latitude north and 8° 00° 26" longitude east 

surface area of 9,776 hectares to the left of the Rhine 

surface area of 2,269 hectares to the right of the Rhine (Kostheim, Kastel, 
Amóneburg) 

extends 14.5 km east-west 

extends 15.5 km north-south 

highest point 245 m above sea levet - Mainz-Ebersheim 

lowest point 82 m above sea level 

highest building - 85.26 m: the west spire of the Cathedral 


Location and landscape: 

The city is located on the left bank of the Rhine, which at this point curves 
sharply from the southeast to the northwest, opposite the mouth of the Main. 
The "Mainz basin," a depression from the Tertiary period, is part of the 
northern portion of the Rhine lowland and is delimited to the south by the 
hilly region of Rheinessisch and to thc north by Taunus. 


City districts: 

Mombach, Weisenau, Gonsenheim, Bretzenheim, Zahlbach, and finally the 
Lerchenberg district, established in 1967 on formerly agricultural land. In 
1969 Drais, Ebersheim. Finthen, Hechstheim, Laubenheim and Marienborn 
were incorporated. 


Connections: 

From the central Rhine and Main region, connecting ring road to the A60, 
A63, A643 and A66 highway network for all directions. 

27 km away from the Rhein-Main airport of Frankfurt am Main. 

IC, ICE and EC railway connections to all principal cities. 

Expressway network in direction of Frankfurt, Wiesbaden and any other 
location in the Rhine-Main region. 

Naval traffic with merchandise transshipment in the customs and internal 
ports. Public transportation with 16 bus lines and 3 tram lines. 

220 km of bicycle paths (map of bike paths). 
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Population: 
188,808 inhabitants (December 31, 1993) 


Religious faiths: 
45.5% Roman Catholic, 27.8% Evangelical, 26.7% other 


Higher education: 

Johannes Gutenberg University with 26 faculties and 30,059 students (1993- 
94 winter semester), Institute of Higher Learning of Rhineland-Palatinate 
Div. I and IT. Professional School of Social Education. 


Theaters and concerts: 

Municipal theater of Mainz, Unterhaus Forum Theater, Mainzer 
Kammerspiele, Frankfurter Hof, Cultural Center of the City of Mainz 
(KUZ), darK Association for the Coordination of the Arts, Rhein-Main- 
Theater at Niederhausen (20 km). 


Mass Media: 

Zweites Deutsches Fernsehen - ZDF-Sendezentrum, Südwestfunk 
Landesstudio Rheinland-Pfalz, cultural channel 3 SAT of the ZDF. ORF, 
SRG, SAT I, RPR-Studio Rhein-Mainz, cultural channel K3, Satelliteri- 
Fernsehen GmbH, Rhcin-Main editorial Group, Mittelrhein- Verlag. 


Libraries and collections: 

Municipal Library with public collection - Anna Seghers - 535,244 volumes 
University Library with 1,671,132 volumes 

Academy of the Sciences and Literature, Episcopal Seminary 


Archives: 
Municipal Archives, Deutsches Kabarettarchiv, Archives of the Cathedral 
and Episcopal Diocese, Fastnachtsarchiv. 


Twin Cities: 

Watford, Great Britain (since 1956); Dijon, France (since 1958), Zagreb, 
Croatia (since. 1967), Valencia, Spain (since 1978), Haifa, Israel (since 
1987), Erfurt, Thuringia (since 1988), Louisville, Kentucky, USA (since 
1994), Baku, Azerbaijan (friendly relationships since 1984). 
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Mainz Tourist Board 
Brückenturm am Rathaus - D-55166 Mainz 
Tel. (06131) 28 62 10 - Fax (06131) 286 21:55 


Hours: 
Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. and Saturday 9:00 a.m.- 1:00 p.m. 


Tour guide service * Various programs * 
Organization of conferences, meetings, company visits * 
Excursions * Travel services « Room reservations * 
Gifts * Ticket reservations 


Regularly scheduled guided tours of the city: 
Saturday 10:00 a.m., starting from the Tourist Board, Bahnhofstrasse 15 
(in German) 
July and August, daily at 2:00 p.m., starting from thé Cathedral information 
office at the Market (German/English) 


Cultural tours of Mainz on request based on special programs 
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